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At this, the beginning of a new mllennium countries
t hroughout the world recognize that one of the nost fundanental
i mpediments to the devel opment of stable denocratic institutions
and to sound econom c developnent and growth is corruption.
Corruption inpairs the legitimacy of denocratic electoral
pr ocesses. Corruption anong government officials conprom ses
the responsibility of governnents to nmaintain the rule of |aw
for their citizens. Corruption distorts lawful economc
activities everywhere, preventing citizens from reaping the
benefits of economic progress. Corruption adversely affects
trade and investnent. If one single issue is central to
virtually every aspect of the political freedom and economc
wel  being of nations and their people today, that issue is
corruption.

Corruption was once thought of as an inescapable attribute
of government, politics or business. The new and grow ng force
in the struggle against corruption is the dawning recognition
that it is not inevitable. Corruption is no |law of nature. It
is the result of what humans do. It is therefore sonething we
have the power to prevent. This realization is fundamental.

Pronoting action against various forns of corruption has
been part of United States international policies and prograns
for many years. Recently, there has been a dramatic growth of
global recognition of this problem and political determnation
by all governnents to act against it. This has led in turn to
dramatic increases in the extent, conplexity, visibility and
significance of actions by all elements of the United States
Governnment to pronote anticorruption goals internationally, and
to assist other governments to define and inplement effective
anticorruption practices.



This is our first attenpt to consolidate these United
States international anticorruption activities in a _
conprehensive international strategy against corruption. It IS
necessary, and it is tinely. In 1999 and years to come, we wll.
continue to enhance the scope and refine the nethods of our
nmeasures against corruption. No nation stands alone as a victim
of corruption, and |ikewise, Nno nation should be left alone to
confront it. Wth this first annual _International Strategy
Agai nst Corruption, we recommt our policies and our resolve to
act cooperatively with all nations to forge a new era of clean,
honest and efficient governnent.
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