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Resolution on combating corruption in Europe

The European Paliament,

- having regard to its resolution of 16 December 1993 on combating internationa fraud (( OJ C 20,

24.01.94, p. 185.)),
- having regard to its resolution of 11 February 1994 on crimind activities in Europe (( OJ C 61,

28.2.1994, p. 235.),

- having regard to  Articles B, fourth indent, F, K. 1(5), (7) and (9) and K.6 of the Treaty on European
Union and Articles 3(h), 100,220 and 235 of the EC Tredty,

I) having regard to the OECD recommendations regarding the payment of bribes in internationa
usiness,

- having regard to Rule 148 of its Rules of Procedure,
- having regard to the report of the Committee on Civil Liberties and Internd Affars (A4-03 14/95),



A.t wtherem corruption is not a new phenomenon and manifests itsdf in various forms and to varying
extents,

B. whereas the. exploitation of commercid and financid circuits by fraudulent organizations set UP with
crimina objectives in mind is an established fact (transit, ams, drugs, ec) and makes the Union's
international trade field responsive to the risks of corruption, by exposing to such risks operators,
trangport undertakipgs and offidds in paticdar those regoongble for monitoring operations

C. wheress comuption, paticulaly in conundion with orgenized crime, poses a thret to the functioning
of the demooaic sysem and thus desroys pubdlic corfidence in the integrity of the demoardic
condituiond  Sae, .

D. wheress combting organized aime can help. to curb comuption and wheress cooperetion at European
levd between dl prossouting authorities must be improved as a mdter of un :

E having regad to Member Sates and third countries legd provisions for INg corruption,

F. having regad to the nead for coopaaion within the Eurgpeen Union andwith third Ies in
combeting  cormuption, .

G. whereas the Europeen Union mugt equip itsdlf with its own policy of comboeting comuption: which
will " enddé 1t to edadlish bath the reguiste preveative and rgoressve messres

H. wharess the E;rg)em legd aea will have no meaning unless there is broeder mutud recognition of
juddd dedgsons extradiion mecheniams in ode to prevat the exigence of aess whare impunity
can be enoyed, whearess this quesion shoud be a priaity a the 1996 IGC,

|. dressng that combating corruption netiondly and intemationdly concams dl Meamber Saes ad that
ﬂewmmmﬁeMmS&esmﬂjsaﬁaiaeimae _
Jin belief thet legd provisons and differ pendties for aimes of comption are not enough on . their
omn and thet success will be achieved primaly through soaety’s resolute condemnetion of corruption
ad the dgeminaion of the reponsble authonties to combet it

1. Ddines corruption &s the behavior of persons with pubic or private regponghilities who fal to fulfil
thar duties because a finanad o other advantage hes bean grated or diredly or indiredly offeed to
them in reun for adions or omissons in the course of thar duties

2. Supparts the dforts of the Counal to reech deasons on the pratection of the Community’s finenad
interess and cdls on the Coundl Soesdily to condude its ddibaraions and adopt messures which would
endde fraud ad corruption & Europeen levd to be combeted efectivey;

3. Cdls on the Coundl to address recommendations to the Membar Saes 0 that gopropriage and
effective anti-cormption meeares are teken, both in connection with the pratection of the EU's finendd
interes and beyond such Cljproteclion; _ _

4. Tekes the view in paticdar thet al meesures teken by the Coundl to combet adtive ad passive
bribary shoud regad as aimes the demending, granting or acogptance of offars promisss or advanteges
both dredly and indredly;

5. Cdls on Mamba Saes to ddfine bribery and the acogptance of bribes as offences and to wave or
gopropriddy reduce the peandties for criminals who, pnor to bang dscovered, vduntaily reved their
aimes ad hdp to expoe aher aimes

6. Recommends that Meambe Saes abdish ay tax legdaion and ahe legd provisons or rues which
indredly encourage corruption and meke it a punidadle offence for netiond o foragn dffiads ad
dedgorrmekes to be granted or to acogpt advantages o _

7. Cdls on the Mamber Sdes to cary aut the necessty legddive refoms to enddle nationd legd
gydams to be gopraximated not only with regard to trangoarency in funding paliticdl paties but do to
enaure that thar manegamat is more dealy undadood by the public;

8 Cdls on the Coundl of Jdice ad Home Affairs Minders & its next medings to adopt a common
podition edeblising guiddines for the Commisson for drawing up a modd proposd for the
harmonization of Member Satesmlg provisons and proosdures in rddion to aimes of corruption;

9. Cdls on the Commisson to coruption on the beds of Artides 3, 85 and 100 (funcioning of
the intend make, ddortion of ition, eg. becaue lribes can be st off agand tax;;

10. Cdls for the pubication in the Offidd Journal of the Eurgpeen Communities of the names ad
oocupations of legd o naturd pasons odinitivdy convided on dharges of cormuption connedted  with,
Community dedsons o financing; . " . . .

11 Sresss the importance of the Commisson submiting a progriamme on prevantive  anti-conuption
messres by Uy 1996

12. Conddas thet it is dedrable and necessary, in connedtion with aimes of corruption, to expand the
fundions of the Europeen Court of Auditars to coordinate the warkk of Membar Sates audit offices and
therefore recommends that the remit of the Europeen Court of Auditors be extended to take in the second




and third pillars of the Maastricht Treatr; _ S
13. Recommends that the inditutions of the European Union and Member States adminidtrations

introduce organizationd and technicd measures to prevent corruption, reinforce ther interna audit
procedures in particular and generally make decison-making processes more transparent;

14. Cdls on Member States parliaments to hold public hearings on the development and consequences
of corruption, partieularly in public adminigration; the findings of these hearings should be the basis for
an exchange a European level which would enable the foundations to be lad for enhanced
interparliamentary cooperation at European level as regards combating corruption;

15. Cadls on the Commisson and the Member States to teke precautionary measures to exclude corrupt
market operators from competing for public contracts for given periods of time and from entitlement to
any other form of subsidy;

16. Recommends that in al Member States the rules on declarations of interest by Members of
Paliament are claified, so tha they are neither difficult to interpret nor to apply; undertakes to
supplement its own Rules of Procedure in this regard;

17. Recommends that a statute for the Members of the European Parliament be drawn up, laying down
rules for the conduct of parliamentary duties and privaie professiona activities so that conflicts of
interest may be avoided,

18. Condders that fiequent exchanges of opinion between Member States officids should be held with a
view to more rapid and efficient coordination of investigations into corruption;

19. Cdls for the European Documentation and Research Network to undertake an inventory and anayss
of corruption detected and dealt with in the Member States since 1990, with a view to obtaning a
systematic understanding of the nature and extent of this phenomenon;
20. Indructs its Presdent to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the governments
and parliaments of the Member States and the countries which have begun accesson negotiations with

the European Union.
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